genes has also become a complex issue, and roles for p53 independent of its activities as a transcription factor have also been described. Indeed, as the diversity of p53-dependent activities widens to include key roles in metabolism (both endogenously and in response to stress), fecundity and development, old debates continue about how p53 suppresses tumour This issue of Nature Reviews Cancer contains specially commissioned articles that reflect the history of p53 and the emerging directions that will be important to the future of p53 and cancer research. Full content is available online at www.nature.com/nrc/focus/p53.com. 
